Using Software Passport

Interface Overview

Software Passport features a new interface designed to be as user-friendly as possible.  This section will provide an overview of the basic interface.  More technical discussion of the advanced features of Software Passport will appear in later sections of this guide. 

1) The Project Start Interface Screen
Opening Software Passport shows the main Project Start interface screen.
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 At this point, to begin a new project for General Online Distribution, the Digital River Network (TBYB Network distribution), click the appropriate icon, or choose Load Existing Project to continue work on a previous project.
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(  Digital River Network:  This option creates a project specifically for distribution on the DR TBYB Network.

(  General Online Distribution:   This option creates a project for distribution independent of the DR TBYB Network (ie. vendor or distributor websites etc.)

(  Load Existing Project:  This option opens an existing project allowing changes or customization of the Software Passport settings in order to wrap the product to the exact requirements.
[image: image3.jpg]Load Existing Project
| b st o it




(  Load Project Template: This option opens a preconfigured project file that can be reused based on particular requirements.

2) The Working with Projects and Help Sidebars

The “Working With Projects” menu in the sidebar gives two options within the project screens themselves.  (On the main page, the “Working With Projects” menu gives four options.)   “Back to Home Page” leaves the current page and returns the working screen to the original Software Passport Project Start screen.  

Note:  Leaving a working page in an unsaved project to return to the Project Start screen will delete all unsaved information in the current project.  The SP user will be prompted to confirm their choice.  Click Yes to continue, and No to return to the working page.

Use the Save Project icon in the sidebar to save the project in progress, as well as the Save Project or Save Project As selections under File in the main drop-down menus.

Access relevant help topics directly from the sidebar under “Help.”  These topics change depending on the appropriate stage of the Software Passport project, providing related help information for the topics addressed there.

3) The Fast Protect Tab

The New Fast Protect option button and the Fast Protect tab open up a new screen using a graphical, five-step process for quickly protecting project files. 
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Step 1:  Project Information

(  Enter a unique Project ID in the Project ID box.  After entering a Project ID, select files to protect using the + and - buttons.  Once the SP user has selected all the files they wish to protect, they should move on to Step 2.
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Step 2:  Default Trial License Certificate

(  Enter a Default Trial License Certificate name and its associated expiry information.  Although this name is not stored in the protected file, unique and descriptive names are a good idea, because these IDs distinguish between certificates.
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(  License Expires After:  This box sets the lifespan of the default trial license certificate.  Enter a number (digits) in the box, then set either “Days” to temporally limit the license certificate (e.g. 30 days) after first use, or “Uses” to limit the number of times the protected program’s user can run the trial version of the program before the certificate expires (e.g. 10 uses).

The SP Fast Protect option will enable three different “Reminder” messages (HTML or plain text), which will enable communications with the end user before and after the program is used and upon expiration of the trial certificate.  The publisher can select between plain text and HTML messages by clicking the appropriate radio button on the interface.  
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The message texts and the HTML template (for HTML messages) are editable, using the dialogue box which appears when the user clicks the “Message...” button.

Editing the “Reminder” Message Text:  Click on the “Message” button <insert graphic here>, then change the message as required.  When finished, click the “Update” button.  To revert the message to the default, click the “Cancel” button.  For more information, see the “Language and Language Editing” section.

Step 3:  Purchased License Certificate

(    Enter a Purchased License Certificate name, then an Encryption Key.  (Note:  This is an Encryption Template, and not the actual encryption key that Software Passport makes, using this string as a hash generator.)  Encryption keys may be up to 255 characters in length.
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Step 4:  Protect and Run

(  Click the Protect button to add Software Passport protection to the software.  
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or

(  Click the Test Run button to protect the project and then launch it to confirm a successful protection run.  Please note that Software Passport will prompt its users to save their project before protecting it.

This is an edited excerpt from “Software Passport Developer’s Guide” by Sara Stewart, with editorial guidance from Pete Olson and input from Chad Nelson.  (c) 2004 Digital River, Inc.  Used with permission.

